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EDITORIAL

I'm a member of the Society for the Preservation of
Beers from the Wood . It is a society that does not
appea r to have any branches in Scotland. I suppose
that' s probably because we don't put any of our beers
in wooden casks anymore. although I'd love to be
proved wrong on that one.

You know, the English do a lot of thing s better
than us; rural pubs with old beams and old dogs, for
one. They possess a much more intense desire to
preserve their past. We, I reckon , are less keen to do so.

The past is important. We can learn so much from it. That' s why
archives like the SBA play such a crucial role in today' s world , a direct link
between us and those who once were, and to the memori es of buildings long
gone .

In those good old days we used to send whisky around the world on
sailing ships for no other reason than that it somehow imparted to the spirit
nuances in character attain able by no other means. It' s strange, I know, but
perhaps such a journey also added desirable qualities to ale once shipped in
those same breathable wooden casks.

If someone could give me a grant to test the theory , I'd be ever so
gratefu l.

Have you ever thought
about becoming a
member of the
Campaign for the
Reintroduction of the
Scots Pint?

Edwa rd Burns

PD
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A M ERCHANT PRINCE OF ALE
(This article , by Steve McGrail. was first publ ished in The Scots Magazine in October 2002)

And there will be Lang-kail and
Pottage
And Bannock ofBarley-meal;
And there will be good sawt
Herring
To relish a Cog ofgood Ale

so goes the old verse, and it
very much describe s the food

of most Scots in days long gone
by - plus one of their favourite
tipples. And, when it comes to

the latter, Scots have been "re lishing cogs" of it for a good while, and have
been emptying them with corresponding enthusiasm, too !

Granted , today's drouthy chiels aren't maybe drinking proportionatel y
as much ale as their forebears did (with wine sales overtaking beer sales,
especia lly amongst young people), but they're still doing their best. One
person they have to thank for the foaming liquor that they now sup was born
in Alloa 175 years ago.

He was William McEwan, bearer of what was to become a famous
surname. His trade, brewin g, has a long history in Scotland, much of it
traditionally concentrated in the area beside the Forth and around Glasgow.
But the quality of the product wasn't always that high - the "good old days"
didn't necessarily apply when it came to much Scottis h ale of the past. The
better reputation of the modem item owes much to the likes of William
McEwan and other brewing giants such as John and Robert Tennent and
William Younger. They were responsible for many of the innovations that
we now take for grant ed.

Before their arrival , finding a good pint could be a bit of a lottery. In
1589 Fynes Moryson wrote that Scottish beer was so bad that "it would
distemper a stranger's body". A century later the English traveller Thomas
Kirke was almost as dismissive, commenting that "whilst the better sort
brew it in large quantities ... it is sorry stuff" . Little wonder, then, that Bum s
made so much of coming across "good ale" since he probably had to drink a
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lot of the "sorry stuff' first! Sadly for him , though, he never saw his
country's brew ing boom, from the late l870s onwards.

McEwan wasn't bom into a brewing family; his father was a shipowner.
But there were famil y connections with brewing: his uncl e John Jeffrey,
who owned the Her iot Brewery in Edinburgh. William opted for a career in
brewing and served his apprenticeship with his uncle . He coul dn't have had
a better introduction because the Heriot comp lex, altho ugh fairly small, was
reckoned to be highly inno vative. Jeffre y, for instanc e, pioneered lager
brewing in Sco tland in the late 1880s, along with John Tennent.

He took to brewing like, well . . . like a vigorous yeast coming into
contact with a vat of malt j ust waiting to be ferme nted . .. He positi vely
bubbled with ideas and when only 29, in 1856, he established his own
Fountain Brewery at Fountainbridge in Edinburgh. He probably used family
capital for this but we can't be sure: records of his life are disappointingly
few - many have been lost or app arently destroyed. The Foun tain was
handy for the Union Canal and the Caledonian Rai lway line, as he had
quickly worked out that the railways wo uld be the best way of moving his
product beyond the cap ital.

Leaving as ide his overseas trade, McEwan's "empire" would eve ntually
stretch from Wick to the Borders, even going into Tyneside and Tee sside .
By 1865 his Newcastle and Stockton ventures equalled about 10 per cent of
his tumover. Eventually , it would go farth er south still. His arrival on the
scene coincided with - and of course he lped along - the 19th cen tury' s
brewing boom. To the Vic torians, hard work and science co uld solve most
prob lems, and one that had to be solved was tha t of quality. Brews could
still be erratic, so custo mers complained and profits were potentiall y under
threat.

Mc Ewan , together with Youngers and Tenne nts, came up with the
classic Victorian answer: they hired specially- trained scientists, set them up
in well-equipped laboratories, told them to find out what was go ing wrong
and how to fix it. Th e scientists duly did so, and if this "appli ance of
sc ience " see ms obv ious commonsense to us now, it would have seemed
positively revolutionary to some of the brewers of earlier times.

Over the years, Mc Ewan's various enterpri ses prospered. His products
were particularly popular aro und Glasgow, in the thirsty minin g and steel
communities of Ayrshire, Renfrewshi re and Lanarkshire, and in more rura l
areas like Fife, Angus and Perth shire, Later, in the l 890s they would be
available in London, too, although this was an area basically dominated by
his rival William Younger.

Scotl and alone wasn't enough for McEwan's restle ss spirit, howe ver.
There was also the chance of huge sales across the seas, throughout the
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scornsn BR EWING ARCIIIVE
~~~~;;>::m:~~~:::~::;'M:~·:;;.~::::::':~~«:;:;M'(.::c:::::<;;:,w~';:"~M:::::;::,:;;>~x~:~.;c:.'W:'l;:<;fH*l'o;;"'N' ~· ·~"~~="'~~M:::::;:

Brit ish Empire . The pro spect beguiled him, altho ugh he fu lly knew the
diffi culties of supplying tha t market. T here were high shipp ing cha rges,
co nstant breakages, huge insurance cos ts and long joumey times. His fellow
brew ers had wrest led with these with so me success.

By 1850 they were somehow
managing to ship 2 1,000 barrels to
the likes of the East and West
Indies, As ia, India, New Zealand
and Aus tralia. High tem peratures
in the ships' holds on these
extended runs did not hing for the
beer but fo rtuna tely, Ind ia Pale A le
(invented in Engl and) was proving
a so lution. Its high hop content
was an excellent preservati ve.
McEwan and the othe rs soon
realised that JPA co uld be eve n
more profitable than the ir strong
Export beers and so they began
producing it in bulk.

In 1863 he made his first
serious foray into the Austra lian

and New Zeal and markets, sendi ng keg and bott led beers to booming centres
like Hobart , Wellington and Dunedin - Down Under liked wha t they got
and clamoured for more.

It was a bit of a struggle for him in the beginning, nevertheless. For
example, the total cos t of sending one part icul ar consignme nt to Guade loupe
came to ove r a thi rd of the va lue of the beer itself with quay dut ies, hir e of
porters, storage and so on . He perse vered and in 1868 sent out fully 250
shipments worth nearl y £34,000 to his agents overseas, a huge sum the n. His
beers seemed to be making a name for themse lves , McEwan's EXPOlt
probably the best kno wn of them all.

To make sure that his name was always to the fore , Mc Ewan we nt for
the (at first) radi cal idea of giving the beers brand names and registered
trad e marks to distingu ish them from the competition. Dryborough's and
William Younger had also tried this new idea and had similarly found that it
paid off.

All the whi le, the industry was changin g and expanding. In 1850 there
were around 100 sm all brew ers, with just 25 of them produc ing abo ut four
fift hs of the national output. McEwan was one of the market leaders, and
riding high . By 1870 the industry's capital was ove r £2 milli on - ha lf of it
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acc ounted for by the top six companies. One o f them, naturally, was his.
Between 1884 and 1905, his "authorised cap ital" stood at £ I million, the
biggest in Scotland, alongside William Younger. Not for nothing has
brewing industry expert lan Donnachic ca lled McEwan "clearly the most
dynamic of the Scottish brewery capitalists". McEwan would have liked to
have heard that. He was a staggeringly rich man, as one or the aristocracy of
brewing jokingly called the "beerage" rather than the "peerage"!

The fortunes of these new aristocrats were often intert wined; thus, for
instance, McEwan's sister Janet married James Younger, the Al loa brewer.
One of their sons was Williarn, who join ed his uncle's firm once his
education was over. Another son was Ge orge, the brewer and Conservative
po litician, later to become Viscount Younger.

But money didn 't seem to be everything to McEwan, even if he had a lot
of it. When he died in 1913 , his tota l esta te was worth £ 1.5 million , an
enormous amount then. It came from shares in his ow n company, various
railway co mpanies in Britain and abroad, plu s mining conce ms.

A Sco t of his times, McEwan also had a strong belief in the value of
publi c service, and so decided to go into politics. Not that his decision was
wholly altruistic: the growing Te mperance Mo vement was affecting his
industry and by becoming an MP , he could challenge it more effective ly. He
did so (as did George Younger) once he was elected as a Liberal MP for the
Centra l Div ision of Edinburgh in 1886. To give himse lf more time for
politics and other public dut ies he tumed Mc Ewan's into a limited liability
company, passing over management responsibility to his nephew William.
Cannily, he still kept hold of most of the shares, tho ugh . The new set-up was
called Will iam McEwan and Co .

As a local MP he seems to have been well respected; at any rate , in the
1895 election he was returned unopposed. But he never made much of an
impact at Westminster. The exc eption was when he made the headlines for
demanding that the government take action to give Ho me Ru le to the Irish,
not exactly a popular cause at the time. He stayed on until 1900.

On retiring, he might have gone for some sort of title or honour but
didn't seem interested. As lan Donnachie observed , he didn't like pomp and
show. He was happy enough knowing that he'd succeeded in what he'd set
out to do, to become a successful indust rialist.

Once asked about gai ning a title, he said: "No, I wo uld rath er be first in
my own order than be at the tail of another." The matter was closed.

He became involved in philanthropy and gave hefty sums to his adopted
city, and a Rembrandt painting to the National Ga llery. Also, he had
architect Sir Robert Rowand Anderson design what he hoped wo uld be a
building for Edinburgh University's new Medical Sch ool. The amazing
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result in Bristo Square , The McEwan Hall, has been (rather unkindly)
describ ed in The Buildings Of Sco tland as look ing like "magnificent
petrified blancmange". It never became a teac hing facility.

The University had wanted a spec ial hall for graduations but the
gove m ment refused to stump up the £ 150,000 requi red, so this building
became the graduation hall. It has been used as that and for other import ant
functions ever since its forma l open ing in 1897 . McEwan allowed himself a
bit of vanity with it: inside, one of the panels shows an actual image of
himself. The University gave him an Honorary LLD degree, he received the
Freedom of the City Of Edinburgh and in 1907 he was made a Privy
Co uncillor.

Illness blight ed his declining years , and there was the loss of his wife in
1906 to contend with. When he died in 1913, aged 86, an obituary called
him a "shrewd, hard -headed hard-working business-man , one of the
merchant princes of Scotland" .

His legacy remains , although the McEwan family name has been
absorbed into the might y Scottish & Newcastle Breweries, which has an
annual tumover of £3.5 bill ion.

The Fountain Brewery st ill functions, one of seve n S.&N . breweries in
Brit ain and Ireland. The old man would have been amaze d to see it as it is
today, tuming out the equivalent of two million barre ls every year. He
wo uld surely have approve d: he'd set out to take on the best, and this would
be all the proo f he needed that he'd achieve d his goal.

Stevc McGrail

d to the
andering

k, past an
old old crane that m rely have been
used hundreds of y~qrs ago to put casks
of beer and whisky'" onto ships. There
were ships of e~~ ry shape and form ,
and you coul d walk for mile upon mile
through a nau ti wonderland. Now
they've put up ate and you and
me are den i another of life 's
pleasures. Wh y?
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COASTING A LONG -

THE McEwAN F AlVIILY SHIPS

I n 1902 Vanity Fair described Will iam McEwan as ' a very well know n
yach tsman.' 1

At 75 years old, he had the money and leisure time to spend on sailing
for pleasure . In contrast, his grandfather, Peter Jaffrey, uncle Willia m
McEwan and father John McEwan were all in the shipping trade to make a
living. They owned small sailing vesse ls of less than 90 tons that plied
between Alloa and Gran gemouth, through the Forth and Clyde Cana l to
Glasgow, or down the east coast to Newcastle, London and over to France.
These were coas ting vessels, the sailing equivalents of the later Clyde
"puffers" , carrying unglamorous cargoes like pig iron and coa l, and
probably beer.

Evidence about their ships from 1814-1 855 has been gathered from
three main sources: documents in the William Mc Ewan & Co Ltd
collectio n; family testaments (wills) and inventories at the National
Archives of Scotland, and Lloyds Register of Shipping. Most of this
research was carried out in 1995, howe ver, the new collection of McEwan
letters purchased by Scottish & Newcastle plc in 2002 has provided the final
piece in the jigsaw: why and when the family so ld their shares in their two
vessel s. William McEwan 's noteb ooks and letters sent to him by his
relati ves provide facts about the business and the ship s, the family
dynamics, the shipping trade, news of seafaring acquaintances. Quotes from
the most relevant documents are included, complete with spelling
peculiarities and lack of punctuation.

The earliest document referring to ships is from 1814 and shows that
John McEwan was already in partnership with Peter Jaffray, his future
father-in-law, and with Robert Crawford in the sloop Fame.2 This
Jaffray/McEwan/Crawford partnership was to last until 1855.

William 's uncle, William McEwan, was a master mariner in Alloa. He
died on 4

th
Marc h 1827 and at that time was joint owne r with James Smith,

an Alloa merchant, of the vessel , MOIY of Alloa, each holding thirty-two
64th shares. She had been built in 1824 by lames Ainslie, Shipbuilder in
Perth , and was registered at the Customs House in Alloa on 191h Oct 1824.
The vesse l is described as:

' ... MOl)' ofAlloa which is of the burthen of seventy three 23/94th Tons
and whereof William McEwan af oresa id is Master;.......that the said
Ship or Vessel has onefleisk Deck and one Mast that her length fro m the
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fore part of the mainstem to the afier part of the stern p ost aloft is 54
f eet 3 inches, her breadth at the broadest part taken above the Main
Wales is 18 f eet two and 1/4 inches, her depth ofHold is 9 f eet 9inches
that she is Sloop rigged with a running bowsprit; is square stemmed
carvel built; has no Galleries and no j igure head;.. ..' 3

After William's death, his wid ow Mary offered to sell half of the vesse l
to his brother, John McEwan, for £350 ,4 but instead an agreement was
reached whereby John bought eight 64th (I /8 th

) part s of the vesse l as
follows:

' In consideration ofthe sum of £87, 10/- sterling instantly advanced and
paid to me by John McEwa n Shipowner in Alloa as the adequate and
agreed on price and value of eight, s ixty fo urth parts or shares of the
ship or vessel called the Mary ofAlloa with a proportional part
of her Boats Cables Chains Anchors Sails Masts rigging and
appurtenances belonging to her. ' 3

William's father, John McEwan, was descri bed in various documents,
espec ially on receipt s for building work on his new house, as ' captain' ,
' ship-owner', 'seaman' and 'shipmaster' . There is no evidence in the
collection as to where or when he received his nava l training, wheth er
locally, in the navy or merchant navy . Indeed , biographical information
about him is sparse. He certainly made a good enough living from the
coasting trade to bu ild a new three-storey stone house at 15 Forth Street,
Alloa at a cost of over £700 in 1827-28 for his wife and growing family.
John died on 13 January 1832, leaving a widow, Ann, and children Janet,
William, Anne, Peter and the unborn John . He had draw n up his will on so"
December 1831, j ust IS days before he died.

The inventory of his personal effects shows that he owned shares in
these sloops :

32, 64th shares of the Fame of Alloa, valued at £ 175,
22, 64th shares of the Ann of Alloa, valued at £73 .6/-8d, [52 tons]
16, 64th shares of the Catherine of Alloa valued at £ I00,
8, 64th shares of the Mary of Alloa valued at £50. [73 tons]

He left instr uctions about the vesse ls in his will:

'.. ......... my said Trustees are hereby empowered to trade with the
fo resaid vessels and any others in which 1 may have an interest at the
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time ofm)' death and to sell and dispose ofmy share thereof in whole or
in part and generally to manage the same in such manner as they shall
consider f or the interest and benefi t of my f amily and the free profi ts
thereof a~1d of my whole moveable estate to be divided amon~st :'?
lawful children procreated or to be procreated share and share alike. :

His wife Ann, Thomas Jeffray. his brother-in-law and David
Fotheri ngham, a brewer at Cambus, as Trustees of his wi ll, kept on John's
share in at least one vessel , Fame, to provide an inco me for his young
family. Mal)', Ann and Catherine had been disposed of by the early I840s.
In 1835 a new Fame was built at Duncanson's yard in Alloa. It was
described in Lloy ds Register as be ing a schooner of 85 tons, registe red at
Grange mou th, a Clyde coaster and was owned in partn ership with the
Crawford family . From 1832, the brothers Robert and John Craw ford were
the working partners in the arrangement. By 1842, anothe r vessel, Rose, had
bee n acquired. She was an 80-ton sch ooner , bui lt at Alloa in 1837, and
reg iste red at Grangemo uth 6. Peter .J affray owned a thi rd share of the Rose
when he died in 1842 . He also owned one share of the Stirling Steam Boat
Co mpany.I

A record of the expenses for Rose and Fame survives for 1843-1845 8

which includes the amounts spent on wages, provisions, horse haulin g,
insurance , pilotage and also the proportion of shares owned in the vessels. A
statement of accounts was drawn up every year and the profits d ivided up
among the partners in due proportion to their shares in the vessels.
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A list of voyages also survives for Rose and Fame, 1852-1853, scribbled
in pencil in one of William 's notebooks. 9 It shows that Rose shuttled back
and forth from Grangemouth to Newcastle, London, Demkirk [?Dunkirk]
and Calais with Mr Crawford, Mr Edward and Mr Hutton as masters. Fame
went from Grangemouth to Newcastle, Demkirk , London, Leith, Calais and
Rye with Mr Rankin e and Mr Beattie as masters.

There is also a separate account for voyages and expenses for two trips
by Fame to Gothenburgh and one voyage each to Dpaine [De Panne?] and
Newcastle in 1853. 10

Although the Crawfords were the working partners, Thomas and
William Jeffrey, and William and John McEwan all kept a close eye on the
business. While working in Glasgow between 1845-1847 , William
purchased copies of Lloyd 's List (a weekly shipping paper) to send to his
broth er John (then a schoolboy), no doubt to keep abreast of shipping news.

By 1851 the Jeffre ys and McEwans were raising concerns about the
busines s and were considering selling the shares in the Rose and Fame to
purchase an annuity for Mrs McEwan to provide her with a more stable
income. However, it was another four years before they got out of the trade
altogether. Letters from 1851-1855 provide the evidence for the decline and
ultimate dissolution of the shipping partnership with the Crawfords. Mrs
McEwan 's brother, William Jeffrey, a mini ster at Riccarton near
Kilmarnock, gave the reasons for selling up in this letter to William
McEwan , dated 18 Feb 1851 .I I

, . . ..we considered yo ur mother 's connection with the Rose and
Fame. It appears that fo r a considerable time she has received no
dividendfrom the Crawfurds. No settlement ofthe Fame 's accounts
has been made since 1849 1 think. Than such a state of matters
nothing can be more unsatisfa ctory. We came to the conclusion that
Thomas as one of the Trustees on your late Father 's estate should
wait upon the Crawfurds, and urge a settlement after which your
mother, it is thought, should sell her interest in the ships . We have
not the slightest hope that they will do any more good. The Fame is
laid up, and her Commander is wandering like another p ersonage
to and fro on the f ace of the earth. The Rose is runn ing without
insurance and may be lost altogether. Indeed, we see no alternative
but to be done with the concern. The Shipp ing Trade is annihilated.
The Free Trade measures of the country have introduced a large
amount ofForeign ships into our commerce and all the slow ships,
which can not make distant voyages with exp edition have been

12
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AI/oa Docks c1900
(Courtesy of Clackmannanshire Libraries Archive Department)

thrown upon the Coasting Trade which has literally reduced it to
nothing. All persons holding property in this class of vessels will
see it day after day gradually disappear. Such are some of the
beautiful fru its of Free Trade. The incomes of thousands will be
destroyed and though the masses may get on well enough while they
continue to devour the property of those who employed them, they
will have their own day ofretribution, when they have none to give
them employment. 1 shall be glad to hear fro m you touching the
above arrangement. Your mother is perfectly willing to fo llow the
course which is considered next but it is well to do nothing hastily. '

William's sister, Anne , wrote:

'Alloa March 8th 1851
My dear William
We are glad to see your letter 011 Thursday. We thought yo u had
fo rgotten the way to write.
Mother was at Throsk [Thomas Jeffrey 's fa rm] two or three days
last week. Tom [Jeffrey] had never been at Grangemouth he
excused himself by say ing that though John and William [Jeffrey]
thought it advisable to be off with the Crawfords still he had 110t
had Mother 's opinion on the subject. The real secret is he can't

13
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bear to part with the vessels he thinks protection will soon be on
again and then the shipping trade will be as good as ever. Mother
told him all he had to do in the mean time was to request a
settlement with the Crawfords then we would see what should be
done.' 12

In 1853 Thomas Jeffrey was conducting negotiauons with the
Crawfords about the acco unts and about selling the McEwan share of the
Fame. Th is was not well received by the Crawfords who would rather have
continued with the partnership. On the 21st November, Thomas wrote to
William about the negotiations and that Robert Crawford and his son John
had visited Thomas at Thro sk to get the accounts settled for the ships.
Thomas had offered to sell their share of the Fame for £ 150. Attached to this
letter is a list of questions in William 's handw riting - rate of seamen's
wages; how many tons in a keel of coals; if a keel of coals is the same as a
keel of any other commodity; ave rage amount of provi sions requisite for a
man for a day or a week.13 It looks like he was querying the accounts.

John Crawford, then in charge of the Craw ford share of the vessels,
must have been annoyed by the questions as Thomas Jeffrey wrote back to
William 9 days later:

'Since seeing you in Edinburgh I have made an offer of21/64 shares of
the Fame to John Crawf ourd & I went to Grangemouth on Monday and
settled the accounts as you seed the copy of I received £3.10.10Y2 as
your Mothers part fo r the Rose the Fame nothing. 1 fo und her loading
Pig Iron for France at 19/- per ton & the Rose is to load Iron for
London 1 think at 16/- per ton he is to accept the offer in course ofpost
to Chrystle & McFarlane at £150 = he considers himself cut by being
wrote to by you and would rather have continued the partnership ifyour
mother or me had settled the accounts but if not he would rather give
£150 fo r the Rose, we made the offe r for the Fame that the price be paid
when the receives the vandition [vendition}. ... ,14

While the Crawfords bought the share in the Fame for £ 150 in 1853/54,
the share of the Rose does not seem to have been bought until 1855, as this
letter from John McEwan implies: '1 was glad to hear that we were in afair
way of getting out of the hands of the Crawfo rds, and that we would get
something pretty satisf actory from them f or the Rose.' 15.

And here the references to the ships cease.
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Alloa D ocks in winter, a long long time ago
(Courtesy ofCIaciononnonshire Libraries Archive Department)

The depression in the home shipping trade did not stop William using ships.
In July1853, when he was working at Jeffrey' s brewery in Edinburgh, he
speculated by sending a cargo of 150 bags of oats to Ruckers & Co in
Melbourne on the ship Jess ica from Dundee, He then sent a ton of arsenic to
Melbourne on the James from Leith.

A letter from his brother John shows how his speculation could have
turned out a financia l disaster:

'My uncle saw in the papers lately that Riickers premises in Melbourne had
been burnt to the ground and property to the amount of£30,000 destroyed. 1
hope it has not affected your speculation. Your oats must surely have been
sold befo re the burning took p lace. ' 16

From 1857, after William opened Fountain Brewery, he used ships (not
his own) to transport barrels of beer around the British coast. The first
company letter book l

? reveals consignments by sea to Anstruther, Aberdeen
and Nairn , but consignments of barrels to Glasgow went by rail. Onc e he
started exporting to Austra lia in 1863 and to New Zealand in 1864 the
company cash ledgers contain dates and costs of these early "adventures" ,
including name of ship, freight charges, insurance etc. They also have lists
of drawbacks [reclamat ion of beer duty on exports] which include the names

15



of all the ships used. By 1867 the cash ledgers also have pages for foreign
suspense accounts that have all his "adventures" to foreign shores . For
exam ple in 1870, destinations for his beer included the Caribbean , Chile,
San Francisco, Australia , Penang, India, Ceylon , Shanghai and Java - a
long, long way from the coasti ng trade in Alloa, Grangemou th and
Newcastle but that ' s another story .

Alma Topen
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THROUGH R EVOLUTIONS, STORMS, A TD EARTHQUAKES

THE TRAVELS OF J A 1ES MARSHALL

Between August 1875 and .I anuary 1876 .lames Marshall , a board
member of the Glasgow brewers J & R Ten nent , undertook a journey to

research export markets for Tennent' s beer. He must have travelled
regularly on behalf of the brewery, however, we only kn ow in grea ter detail
about this particular journey in the 1870s, which took him first to South
America, then to the United States and finally to the Caribbean. During his
travels he kept in regu lar contact with the management of J & R Tennent by
means of letters and telegrams, and it is due to the survival of James
Ma rshall's copy letter book that we can today get a rare insight into the way
Tennent 's managed their beer export department over one hundred years
ago.

By the time of James Marshall ' s journey, J & R Tennent had been
involved in foreign trade for many decades. A consignment of Tennent' s ale
for expatriate Scots in the Amer icas was reco rded as earl y as 1797
(Mc Master and Rutherford; no pagination) "and by the mid-1 850s the firm
had connexions with nearly a hundred different markets in the West Indies,
United States, India and Australasia " (Donnachie, p. 225) . It appears that
Tennent' s ale was particularl y suitable for export as it kept we ll and the
company continued to expand its international markets. By the I880s J & R
Tennent was named amongst the leading Scottish brewers in the export trade
(Donnachie, p. 225 ).

Since the beginn ing of the 1830s Tennent's exports to North and South
America were mainly shipped from Liverpool (Donnachie; p. 136). James
Marshall, thought to be the son of Liverpool shipping age nt William
Marshall, was a merchant in the city. In 1861 he entered into a partn ership
with William Middleton Tennent to carry out the business of general
merchants, com mission agents and forwarding age nts in Liverpool under the
name of Tennent and Marshall (T I/3/ 1). Between 1864 and 1882 James
Mar shall became one of the Board of Trustees who ran the business of J &
R Tennent (T3/2; Introd ucti on by 0 I H John ston e). Unfo rtunate ly, noth ing
more is currently known about .lames Marshal!.

It is thanks to research carri ed out in the 1980s that James Marshall ' s
letter book has become an easily access ible so urce in the Scottish Brewing
Archive. In 1985 David I H Johnstone, forme r Head Brewer of Tennent
Ca ledon ian Bre wer ies, undert ook the painstaking exercise of transcribing
and annotating the ent ire letter book. As a result of John stone ' s work, the
SBA now not onl y hold the origina l letter book, but also its full
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transcription. This is a great aid since the original letters, surviving mostly
only on the thin copy paper, are often difficult to read.

The letter book cont ains 19 letters and notes of vary ing lengths from
which we can follow James Marshall on his journey (see map). He caught
the steamer "Elbe"
prob ably from London
or Southampton around
I0 August 1875, sail ing
via Lisbon and St
Vincent (Cape Verde),
where the ship stopped
for coa l, to South
America. There his first
stop would have been
Pernambuco (now
Recife) in Brazil, but bad
weather did not allow
the ship to land there. He
then proceeded to visit
Bahia (now Salvador),
Rio de Janeiro, Buenos
Aires and Montevideo
before sailing throu gh
the Strait of Magellan
for Valparaiso. On the
western side of South
America he visited
Arica, Callao, Lima,
Paita and Guayaquil and then sai led to New York via Panama. James
Marshall also stopped in Montrea l and Chicago before embarking on his
return journey via Havana and St Thomas, one of the Virgin Islands. He
probably returned to Britain in February 1876.

This was a long jo urney , but James Marshall did not have to travel
unaccompanied. Since David Johnstone's work on the letter book, a second
copy has emerge d which had been used on the same jo urney . It was put into
the care of the SBA by D Mac leod in 2000 . This book (as yet uncatalogued)
contains both business and private correspondence and it is from the more
personal letters that it becomes apparent that James Marshall did not trave l
alone, as previously thou ght , but that he was accompanied by his wife. On
27 December 1875, for examp le, he mentions in a letter, addressed to "Dear
Munro" that he decided "on sending home a portion of Mrs Marshall 's

18



SCOlTlSH BREWING ARCHIVE

jewellery. (She found she had too much with her, & in these foreign
countries there was great risk of robbery.)" Mat'Shall sen t the jewellery hom e
on board the "Britannia" where he had trusted the purser , a Mr Power, to
deliver the precio us freight to an A Riddell in Liverpool on 2 1 Janu ary 1876
when the ship was due to arrive in the city. The private side of James
Marshall ' s travels are not the subject of th is article, however, but the second
letter book is here in the SBA for anyo ne wishing to carry out further
research along those lines.

As to the busine ss side of Mr Mars ha ll's journey, he reported regularly
to J & R Tennent on his findings abroad and advised the compan y on
measures to be taken as a result of his observations. The letter book also
shows how James Marshall tried to keep in close contac t with the running of
the business at home as he wished to be inform ed about the business in his
absence and expec ted to be sent "extracts of foreign letters" , which provided
information on the market and the sales of Tennent 's beer (T3/2 ; letter of 7
August 1875). The purpose of his expedition is described by him in one of
his letters:

" Its [the trip ' s] chief objec tive & value, I take it, is to enable me to
form an estimate of the characte r & requirements of these countrie s,
to ascerta in wherein our brand is defective or unsuitable & where an
improvement could be made, to measure the extent & nature of the
competition we have to face, to come presum ably into contact with
the dealers, & so to get as uch princip les etc. as will be useful guide
for future business, [... ]." (DIl ; letter of betwe en 7 and 11 Decemb er
1875)

And this is what he did. His letters she d light on many aspects and
problems of the export trade, such as shipping, the quality of beer in
comparison to the co mpeti tion, trade mark fraud and world events. In the
following I have assembl ed snippet from the lette r book to illustrate these
aspects.

Export ing beer from one cont inent to another would "always be a risky
business because of the uncertainties of shipping, storage and clim atic
extremes" (Donnachie; p. 142). Breakage was a common problem and thus
Marshall regularly examined Tennent's stock as part of his work on his
journ ey to see in what condition the produ ct had arrive d at its destination.
On one such occasion in the Custo m House in Callao, Peru , he reports the
following :
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"I [. . .] found the Bee r without exception in good condition. The
breakage, however, is dread ful. Partl y, it must be owned caused by
the wholesale pil ferage that goes on in the Custom House, & which it
seems impossibl e to preven t. At the same time greater care than ever
must be taken in the strawing & packing at home. Hard straw must
not be used & broad staves in the casks must be kept out. Green
bottl es also must be done away with & exclusively those of dark
auburn used - as frequently insisted on before. An imp roved capsule
must also be H5etI introduced & you can have samples of such ready
for me against my re turn." (T3 /1; between i h and n " December
1875)

Poor qualit y of the beer could be another factor for lack of sales and
Marshall checked samples of the Tennent's stock wherever he went. In
Bahia Marshall observes that Tennent ' s beer " is not in repute here [. .. ] the
Beer was not good. I sa tisfie d myself as to this by sampling a good man y
bottles taken from different cas ks [.. .]." He is however optimistic as he
explains " I do not care to abandon the market how ever , as the con sumption
is large, & with a few shipts [shipment s] of Beer arr iving in good order, we
shall bye & bye obtain a better footin g." (T3 / 1; letter of 30 August 1875)

In Buenos Aires Marshall find s time to sample beer and stout from
seven different shipments of 1874 (already at least a year old) and finds
"s ome trifl ing differenc es of character in these". He requests "samples of the
beer to be preserved till I return, if they are still on hand" (T3 /2; letter of 29
Septemb er 1875). In general, though , Marsha ll could not find anything
wrong with the beer in Bu enos Aires and reports back to Gla sgow: "The
beer all round, I am glad to say, is in good con dition, and is not surpassed by
any in the market." (T3/2 ; letter of 27 September 1875)

Comparing Tenn ent' s brand with the competition was ano ther important
part of Marshall ' s market research. In Bahia he notes: "Bass ' Beer (lhl ers &
Bell ) & Hibbert' s porter are the favour ite brands, but , judging from what I
sampled there is nothing whatever to hinder us from co mpeting successfully
with both. [. . .] Th e native Beer & porter - with Eng lish labels - are rubbish
& cannot permanentl y dam age genuine importations" (T3/l; letter of 30
August 1875 ). In Valp araiso, how ever, he finds a different native product.
He writes:

"I must confess that, for the first time , I have been staggered by the
quality of native beer. It is sound, a little dark in colour and 'aley'
flavoured , and looking at its cheapnes s - j ust half of the price of
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English beer - will prove I fear a formi dable rival to our home
manufacture." (T3/2; letter of 29 Octobe r 1875)

Apart from comparing it with other produ cts, the popularity of their own
brand could also be measured by the degree of trad e mark fraud. Whil e in
Rio in early September 1875 l ames Ma rshall had notic ed the problems
caused to Tennent' s exports by the falsific ation of their trade mark s by local
brewers. He reports:

"You may fancy the extent of the misc hie f we suffer from this fraud,
when from a sma ll brewery to which I gained admission, not less that
100 barrel s were made, sent out capsuled and labelled with Bass and
Tennent's marks. The proprietor laughed derisively when the
irregularity was pointed out (he did not know who I was) and seemed
to think it was rather a goo d joke. From a large chest he took out
handfulls of our capsules and free ly admi tted that these were what he
used ." (T3/2; letter of 13 Septembe r 1875)

Marshall was optimistic though that a new law to be passed in Brazil the
following January wo uld give the much needed protection to all registered
trade marks. For the moment, and although Tennent's trade was damaged by
the trade mark fraud , he "did not think it desirable to raise the trade mark
question thro ' our own English representatives in Rio , as the native
legislators are je alous of interference or eve n of advice from without after
they have taken the matter up of their own hand s." (T3/2; letter of 13
September 1875)

A few weeks later Marshall obse rves that the trade mark piracy can be
seen as an indictor of the popul ar ity of a certain beer, and even bemoans the
fact that Tennent' s labels are not illegally used in Buenos Aires:

"There is none of ours [labels] now falsifie d by the import ing German
houses [in Buenos Aires] which is not by any means a goo d sign. I
should rather that it were and cou ld be put down, than that the
practice should be voluntarily abandoned." (n /2; letter of 27
September 1875)

From the records avai lable in the SBA 1 & R Tennent registered their
ova l label, which included the "T" trade mark in Braz il in 1895.

Polit ical instability had an immediate effect on the sales of an expensive
impo rted goo d such as Tennent's beer. And there was no other solution than
to aba ndon the market until signs of improvement. One such case was
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Uruguay in the 191h century. The country had gaine d independence from
Argentina and Brazil in 1828 but continued to suffer from invasions of both
neighbours. Furthermore the civil wars caused by the struggles between the
liberal Colorados and the conservative Blancos caused the country to
descent into anarchy until the end of the 19th century (Del' Grosse Ploetz; p.
1317). While in Buenos Aires Marshall had been informed of the state of
Montevideo, which he intended to visit. He describes the situation to the
Tennent 's trustees:

"Monte Video is in a dreadful state. The revolution is gaining gro und,
the city is besieged, troops are crowding the streets arresting
suspicious characters, anno ying if not insulting strangers, & neither
life nor property is safe, while the steamboat communication
[between] the town and B. Ayres is all but suspended. I expect to find
my way down next Mond ay [. . .] but don' t at all relish the idea."
(T3/l; letter of 29 September 1875)

However, despite these pessimistic reports, Marshall was not deterred
from visiting the town hims elf, but only to find his fears confirmed that no
sales were to be made there:

"When I was down in Mont e Video there was really nothing for me to
do. I saw some of the dealers & brokers but it was not in the least a
question of price [even a low price would not help the sales]. In the
present state of the country busin ess is at a stand still [. . .]. There is no
hope of a revival of business in this place until it is taken possession
of by England or America or even Brazil, & these perpetual
revo lutions put an end to." (T3/l, 29 October 1875)

Another factor which could cause the collapse of a market were natural
disasters and James Marshall had witnesse d the devasta tion caused by an
earthquake in Arica, a seaside town on the border betwee n Peru and Chile.
The earthquake took place on 30 August 1868 and the two tremors and
resultant tidal wave destroyed the enti re town. Rep orts said that the Andes
were seen to shake from the sea (T3/2 ; notes by 0 I H Johnstone, p. 28).
Now, seven years later Marshall sees signs of improvement, but by no
means a full recovery.

" In Arica I saw Mr Campbell an lac una agent & was glad to find that
we were beginning to recover lost ground in his marke t; altho ' the
peop le both here & in Arequipa are still suffering from the effect of
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the fearful earthquake & tidal wave of 1868. I never saw anyt hing
approaching the desolation of Ar ica, even now. Three fourth s of the
city are still a mass of ruin s 8: you have literally to climb thro' some
of the streets. It is or was a city of houses built on sand.
In next shipment to this market, some porter may be included and
please to see that it is carefully se lect ed." (n i l; I3 November 1875)

James Marsha ll must have been a man of grea t energy and reading
through his letters shows how much effort was put into mon itoring the
success of Te nnent's beer in the Americas. The expo rt busin ess was no
longer a matter of trial and en-or as it had been in the earlie r part of the 19

th

century, and by the I870s Tennent's were making use of - albe it of a
ru dimentary form - market research to improve their sa les . On his return
journey, while still in Havan a, Ja mes Marshall was alrea dy thinking ahead
to his next possible trip . In the last piece of writing contained in the letter
book he says:

" [ .. .] and if it was found des irable that I sho uld visit the other
hem isph ere next year, I think I could more profitabl y deal wit h them
[i.e. Jamaica and Demerara which he could not visi t on the present
trip] on my way, say thro ' Mexico and the So uthern States of
Ca lifo rnia, than now." (T3/2; notes of 2 1 Janu ary 1879)

Wieb ke RedIich
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JOHN W RIGHT & Co
PERTH'S F AMILY B REWING C ONCERN

This article firs t appeared in the Brewers ' Guardian in October 1960 (pages
45-57) , and was later reproduced in a booklet. f have been unable to determine
who to approach re permission to use the material, and if the author would care
to make him or herselfknown f would be only too happy to mention them in the
next j ournal. Some of the illustrations that originally accompanied the article
have not been included here. (Ed)

Some fifty miles no rth of Edinburgh the small brewing concern of John
Wright & Coy . (Perth), Ltd., carries on business from the Perth
Brewery. It is an excellent example of the fam ily concern upon which
the modern brewing industry of this country has been built.

I t has been suggested qu ite recently that the brewin g industry of this
country is rapidly moving towards eventual control by some twelve or

fifteen very large co mpanies; indee d, there are some who would have us
believe that there is no place in our modem economic system for the small
company .

Fortunately , one can still find small family brewin g firms whose calm
pursuance of their way, unpert urbed by the appearance of the Goli aths of the
day, is a reassurance of the great part they have played , and continue to play,
in what is usually summed up in the phrase "o ur way of life" . The cont inued
existence of these small firms, side by side with giant concerns, is proof
from within the indu stry that the consumer gets the drink he wants - and that
the small firms can still offer as wide a variae ty as can be found in the
houses of their bigger competitors.

Such a firm is that of John Wright & Coy. (Perth), Ltd. , at Perth. They
share with similar sized concerns certa in fundamentals: they are old
conce rns, they have been owned by local famil ies with strong local ties; the
memb ers of those families have always played a prominent part in the civic
lives of their communities, and conti nue to do so to this day; the ir strong
local ties are reinforced by a preference for local materials, parti cularly
insofar as they are a mainstay of the surrounding agricultural communi ty.

In the sophisticated atmos phere of modem business methods, these
fund amentals may appear rather old fashioned. On the other hand , how
many communities are there, perhaps, now regretting the passing away from
their midst of a sma ll family concern that was guided by personalities with a
rich sense of local patri otism and paternalism which had a conso lidating
effect upon the whole comm unity? The deve lopment corporations of the
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modern satellite towns, in seeking to create a loca l hom ogeneity, have
probab ly regretted their inab ility to incorp orate into their plans a nice sm all
fami ly brewery.

Brewery entra nce, cl950s
(R. A. Laing)

Since 1786
The Perth Brewery has witho ut do ubt been on its present site since 1786 
tradition has it that a brewery was in operation there so mewhere aro und
1700; bu t the first definite fact known about the premi ses is that in 1786
so me merchants in Perth , including a William Wr igh t and a maltman,
A lexander Ritch ie, obtained from the To wn Council a site for a bre wery on
part of the former lands of the Blackfriars Monastery. The venture pro spered
and when William Wright died in 1810 he was succeeded by his nephew,
John Wright, who in 1835 became the sole part ner and proprieto r of the
business, and from whom the company took its name.

John Wright na turally took a prom inent part in local affairs; he was Lor
Provost of Perth in 183 1 and 1832 - a port rait of him wearing his cha in of
office hangs in the company' s Board Room. He was enga ged in the business
for nearl y half a century, and on his death there were vario us changes unti l
in 1885 the bus iness was acquired by Mr. Robert Nimmo, a banker of
Bo 'ness, and Mr. R. B. Wa llace , a brewer from Alloa - two famil ies which
have continued to operate the brewery from that day.
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Two men (anyone know who they are?) and a dog in the brewery yard.
cl 930s.
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Th e business thrived und er these two partn ers. During the first decade of
their ownership they rebuilt the brewhouse and also constructed a new office
block , with dwelling houses. They introduced the bottling of aerated waters,
together wit h the bottl ing of cider, of Burton Ales, and of London and
Dublin Stout s. Reflecting upon the so-ca lled modern idea of offering the
custo mer a choice of beers from other brewer ies, it is we ll to reme mber that
this little famil y conce rn was already doing so sixty years ago. As the years
passed , they added the handling of lagers and other beers on an agency
basis.

A major step was the purchase of a sma ll aerate d wa ter factory and beer
bottling business in Dunkeld before the 19 14-1 8 wa r. Tho ugh the firm had
thus stepped into the world of mergerdom , it was not until 1931 that
operations were fina lly closed down at Dunke ld.

Nimmo & Wall ace Families
Just after the end of the 1914-18 war Mr. Nimmo ' s eldes t son, Mr. Robert
Nimmo , j unior , became a part ner in 1919; last Decem ber , Sir Robert
Nimmo, as he is today, cel eb rated forty yea rs ' co ntinuous service with the
firm . Six yea rs after yo ung Robert ' s entry to the firm Mr. Wallace ' s son ,
Mr. Alexa nder Wallace, C.A ., joined the firm in 1925. The business was
then conve rted into a pri vate limi ted company, Mr. Alexande r Wallace
becoming a dir ector and sec retary of the company - as he is to this day.

In 192 6 the film acquired the only other brewery in Perth, the South
Inch Brewery, owned by Messrs. Muir & Martin, and which had been
established in 1815 . The sol e partne r, Mr. David Martin, an or iginal member
of the Institu te of Brewing, then joined the film 's board .

It is intere stin g to not e how the vari ou s members of the firm have at
times given their services to local affa irs. Mr. R. B. Wallace , one of the
original partn ers, was a member of Perth Town Co uncil, a magistrate, and
honorary treasurer of the Town Counc il. Mr. Mart in was for six years
Pro vost of Auch terarde r, and a Justic e of the Peace for Perthshire. Mr.
Rob ert Nimmo, j unio r, became a member of the Perth Town Co uncil in
1927 and thus began a long reco rd of pub lic service, one of whose highli ght s
was that of being Lord Provost of Perth for ten years from 1935 to 1945,
when he ret ired from the Counc il. In 1944 he was knig hted for his public
services .

To day , Sir obert is a Just ice of the Peace, an Honorary Sheri ff
Substitute for Perthshi re, a member of the Scottish Gas Board and chairm an
of the Co nsultat ive Co uncil of that Board , and co ntinues to hold other public
offices . He is also cha irman and managing director of the firm , Mr. R. B.
Wallace hav ing died in 1936, Mr. Robert Nimmo, senior, in 1943 , and Mr.
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David Martin in 1948.
In 1950 Sir Robert ' s eldest son , Mr. R. W. (" Bob") Nimmo, quali fied as

a brewer and joined the company becoming head brewer, and bein g
ap po inted a direc tor in 1953. He had served with the R.A.F. in the Far East
in the Burma Ca mpa ign dUling the wa r, and afterwards went to the Heriot
Watt College in Edinburg h, passed through the brewing co urse and became
an associate member of the Insti tute of Brewi ng . Recently he was elected
Chairman of the Scottish Section of the Incorporated Brewers ' Guild. He is
also taking an act ive part in local affairs, being already a Pas t Presiden t of
the Perthshire Junior Chamber of Commerce, and rep resenting the firm on
the Senior Chamber of Co mmerce.

Eight years past, the beer bottling and aerated water manufacturing
business of Thomson Craik & Co., Ltd., of Perth, was amalgamated, and
under the arrangements then made Mr. W. Y. P. Sco tt became a director of
Wright ' s wh ile contin uing as director in charge of the aerated water
business. This enab led the parent to concentrate on the brewing, beer
bo ttling and age ncy business, while the subsidiary in its turn took over the
whole of the aerated water business.

Many years ago, in advance of the Scottish practice of the time, the firm
dec ided that a sma ll brewery co uld only con tinue to operate if it had its own
outlets, so a po licy of gradually acquiring houses, to be put under
man agement, was adopted. A ll these houses are wit hin a reasonable delivery
distance, and are mainly with six-day licences.

In the post war years the company was ab le to secure a site in a large
housing development in Perth and there it has constructed a substantial
modem house, The Welcome Inn , which at the mo ment is und ergoing
furt her extensions. It will be the subject of a feat ure artic le in a subsequent
issue. During these years the company has seen to it that all its houses were
brought up to accepte d modem standards .

Co nt a iner Beer
Sma ll tho ugh it may be , the fir m keeps up with modem developments.
Today a good pro portion of the bu lk trade is handled in eleven-ga llon
sta inless steel double aperture drum-type containers, both the containers and
the special fittings in the house s for dispensing having been supplied by
Joseph Sankey & Son, Ltd. Three beers are now handled in this manner - the
company's Light, Heavy and Expo rt ales.

Old & Modern
These post-war years have seen a great amount of modernisation and re
eq uipment - eac h item perhaps small in itself, but in total adding up to a
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cons idera ble amo unt. Yet somehow the brewery reta ins the charm of age .
There are new wa lls - but they adjoin some of the original four-fee t thick
wa lls. The brewing copper is one of the tradit ional di rect-fired ope n vessels
- one of the few of this type remaining in use tod ay, and worthy of a visit by
young brewers whose experience is limited to the modern we lded enclosed
steam-co il heated cop per.

Many of the operatio ns have been electrified; but in a tou r of the
brewery one finds that much of the old apparatus for driving off a steam
engine remains in situ and in good state - in fact , some of it only became
redundant in the very rece nt past. It is this juxtaposi tion of the old and the
modern that makes a visit to the brewery intriguing and full of interest.

Malting
The firm have always carried out the ir ow n malting, uti lising gram
pur chased from the farmers in the surro unding co untryside; a poin t of
interest in this con nection is that a favo urite variety is Ymer, of which little
is see n South of the Border. There was a fire in the malthouse in 1900, but
the par tners made good the damage.

Since the war, however, under the direction of Mr. Bo b Nimmo, a
second 25-qtr. Floor has been bro ught back into use, additional barl ey
storage bins have been constructed, and electric drives have bee n installed
for the barley and malt conveyors. Thus today malting is carr ied on not onl y
for the brewery's own needs but also on commission for distill ery malt.
Fur ther , a considerable amo unt of barley is dried for grain merchants.

Brewhouse
There are now electric water pumps, electric W011 pumps and an electri c
drive to the mashing machine, this latter having been effected onl y this year.
A new Porteus two- high ma lt mill was installed in 1955, and both mash tun
and hop back have had new gun-meta l strainer plates fitted. A new ope n
wo rt cooler has been installed, and the cooler room given a new ang led roof.
Robert Morton & Co., Ltd ., supplied the cou nter-c urrent refrigerator for the
wort. There is also a new sugar dissolving plant.

Since the war, four new wood fermenting vessels have been insta lled 
they are 44 -batTel vessels const ructed by Maclean's, of Alloa. For yeast
storage, Mr. Bob Nimmo had a spec ial stainless stee l vessel fabricated by
Associated Met al Works of Glasgow, this being complete with an internal
cold water coil; two yeast wagons were incl uded with this yeast storage
plant.

Fro m this brewhouse the brewer pro duces two draught beers, light and
heavy - corresponding to the southerner' s mild and bitter - and six beers for
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bott ling: Strong Ale, EXPOlt Ale, Sweet Stout, XXX Stout , Pale Ale and
Brown Ale.

Water is drawn from an artesian well and used for all purposes except
the boiler, which utilises soft river water, and for bottle wash ing, for which
the town water is used . Th is well was formerly in the gro unds of the
brewery, but the bottling hall has been erected above it, so it is now encased
beneath the floor of that building . It is interesting to note that this is the only
private water supply in Perth - a supply of very high purity.

Bo ttling
The fi rm, as previously mentioned, have been carrying on bott ling
operations for many years including Guin ness and Barc lay Perk ins Red
Label Stouts - the company holds the Scottish Age ncy for the latter; but
such beve rages as the natural conditioned beers of Bass and Worthington are
still bottled by means of siphon fillers.

Soon after the end of the last war the firm was able to add a considerable
exte nsion to the bottling hall , and at the same time construct an addi tional

The Bottle Sterilisation Plant, cl950s
(R. A. Laing)
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bee r cellar. Shortly thereafter in one of the very fine old cellars were
installed E.M .P. glass-lined tanks and A.P.V. alumin ium tanks, all of 2 1
barrels capacity, with stainless stee l to main to the bottlin g hall ; at the
present mome nt plans are being made to extend the capacity of this cellar,
tanks hav ing been ordered from E.M.P & Clark .

New plant has been provided for the bottl ing hall, since the war, and an
older bottling line is being used for the bottlin g of ciders. In 1950 Pontifex
put in a new three-chamber chiller to replace a similar make two-ch amber
model. Two Dawson Woodford bottl e was hers have been installed, together
with a Pontifex filler and two Flower power-operated crowners. There are
also two Purd y Junior labellers.

Filtrat ion is perfo rmed by two Carlson plate sheet filters, obtained in
1955, this operation being carried out straight throu gh from conditioning
tank to cooler to filter to filler. Experience has shown that the firm 's beers
are extremely stab le, possessing a naturally good shelf life.

No attempt has been made to "serialise" the labels in use; yet, as will be
see n from the illustra tion of the labels [Ed - sorry, not included here], there
is a strong family likeness evide nt. For many years J. & J. Murdoc h, Ltd., of
Glasgow, have been the firm 's label print ers; the close relationship between
printer and customer has produced labels each with its own individuality,
but still with a family backg round .

Incidentally, all labels are coded by mea ns of a Sauven dating mac hine.

Power & Transport
The boiler house installation was effectively modernised last year when a
Prior automatic stoker was fitted to the Lancas hire type boiler, and electric
automatic feed water pump s installed. A new hot water tank has also been
put in to deal with cask washing demands, particularly in relation to the
stainless steel containers now in use.

Handl ing of mate rials between tloors has been simplified by the
installation of an electric goods and passenger lift. In addition, fluoresc ent
lighting has been installed throughout the premises.

New garages have been constructed for the firm' s small fleet of road
transport vehicles which, although operating over a comparatively small
area, have to be maintained to cope with the many gradients to be
enco untered in the surro unding countryside . A Karrier Bantam low loader
has been found particularly suitable for local delivery in busy city street s.

Aerated Water Plant
With the merger with Thomson Cra ik & Co., Ltd., the firm was able to
seg rega te the activ ities of alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverag es, the latter
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being manufactured and handled at Thomson Cra ik 's premises in Glover
Stree t in another part of the town.

Since the merger eight years ago a consi derable amount of re-equipping
and extension has been carried out. Origi nally there was a filling line
cons isting of a Mi ller Hydro washer, Hayward Ty ler carbonator, and Purdy
Junior and Universal labe llers.

Another line has been added consisting of a Dawson Woodford washer ,
Bratby Velvaspeed 16-head syruper-fi ller-crowner and stopperer, with a
Bratby automat ic labeller just installed . This line operates with an automatic
Bratby Rapid Carbonator. There is also a Metafi lter water filter.

The mixing room on the first floor has bee n equipped with stain less steel
syrup pans and storage vesse ls. A new additio n is a "Sparkling Sunfre sh"
plan t, for which the firm has the local franchise.

All hot wate r and steam demands are met from a Cochran vertical boiler
which, eighteen months ago , was equipped with the latest model Riley
auto matic stoker.

Conclusion
John Wright & Co. retains its character as a family business in the best
traditions , serving the need s of the surrou nding countrys ide from a centre
whic h a gaze tteer romantica lly places " 14 miles from Auchterarder, 15
miles from Blairgowrie, 49 miles from Braemar, 22 miles from Dund ee, 30
miles from Dunfermline, 17 miles from Kinross, 37 miles from
Locheam head, 27 miles from Pitlochry, 31 miles from St. Andrews and 35
miles from Stirling " (London-415 miles).

Over the years it has made itself almost self-suffic ient - mak ing its own
malt, brewing beers to suit a variety of tastes, impo rting beers for those of a
foreign palate, making its own soft drinks, owning its own trade outlets.
Above all, it is still giving its own pers onal serv ices , either as a business or
as individuals, to the comm unity of which it is a part.
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DATING BOTTLE B EER LABELS

(This utterly f ascinating insight into the date codes on beer bottle labels lI'as
published in THE BREWING TRADE REVIEW on r September 1915.)

Within rece nt years the dating of labels has become fairly ge neral. In most
cases the labels are perforated with the date of bottling, very seldo m wit h the
date of brewing. Perforat ing in plain figures is useless if it is to be used as a
protect ion agai nst the publican. Where the custo mer has overstocked
him self, or perhaps as most of them do, putting the fresh deli ver ies in front
of old stoc ks and using from them first, with the result that the old beer has
pro babl y gone sour or thrown a heavy deposit , cases have been known of the
publ ican tak ing the labels off the fresh del iveries and re- labe lling the old
sour stoc k with them , then retum ing the bottl es to the bre wery for
allowance. It usually comme nces by having a few bottles now and then
bein g retumed, so natu rally it takes a little time befo re the trick can be
discovered. To avo id this , code numbers have been used, only the
responsible heads having the key ; we have always found it advisable tha t no
outside man sho uld possess the key . If the traveller receives a complaint
about a particular delivery, then let him either remove the label or copy the
perforated lette rs or figures and send to the head office. Perforatin g labels
has many drawbacks; only a certain num ber can be punched at a time, and if
the labels are not carefully pun ched it is some times almos t impossible to
decipher them, and more often than not some of the pins are missing from
the dies, having possibl y been brok en through faulty punching. It also takes
a cons iderable time , especially so in these short-handed times, to punch the
dail y requirem ents. If labell ing mach ines are used, no matter of what type,
then perforating is qu ite out of the question . Should the per forations not be
exactly placed in that porti on of the label that is not gummed, the roller
forces the gum through the perforations on to the next few label s, with the
result that they have to be destroyed, or ow ing to the fact that the labels have
had to be perforated in batches of 25 to 30 they are loosened , and when the
picker comes up for the label it take s more than one. Several devices have
been made to date the label with a rubber stamp just before it is placed on
the bottle by the machine. So far as we know the mechanism for doin g it is
perfect, but it is impossible to ink the rubber stamp properly. The most
sens ible and simplest met hod to adopt is to have a certain code numb er or
letter for each week, and to print this code number on the labels. The code
letter or figure sho uld be pr inted in very small type, about the size cal led
brevier or 8-point, and place d in the top upper pa rt of the label. It generally
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involves a slightly extra cost for the labels, but infinitesimal when compare d
with the cost of perforating and repairs to the perforating machin e. It is also
necessary to hold a larger stock of labels: if it is a million extra it only
means an outlay of about £30 , but it is usable stock. For instance, if the code
number of the week be AB it wo uld represent that the beer was bottled some
time between, say , Aug 9 and 14; the dai ly bottlin g book would give the
numbers of the brews bottled durin g that week, and the sales book would
give the d ate of delivery; therefore it would be extremely easy to ascerta in
the gyle numb er of the brew. As we have said, the only obj ection against
this system is that a larger stock of labels must be held, but it is the safest
and surest.
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T HE
INVERALMOND

BREWERY

TODAY'S BREWERIES

THE INVERALMOND BREWERY

Fergus Clark has his own business. It 's a
brewery. Master of his own destin y, and

free beer to boot - what more could a man
want? Well, how abo ut a wish to create the
best beer ever - the Holy Gra il of beers?

'1 want people to drink my beer,' sa id
Fergus , 'and say, "You know, this is the best
beer I' ve ever tasted.'''

I suppose it is the dream of every
businessman, to be the top in whatever field
he or she is in (although 1 have it on goo d
authority that there are a few out there who are in it so lely for the profit 
the sco undre ls), but for the small brewer ' the best beer eve r' must be the
ultim ate goal.

Ferg us was bom in Glasgow, which is a good start in life because I
myself was bom there , and although the Rottenrow has been dem olished,
I'm delighted to say that I'm still around. As is Fergus. He learned his
bre wing skills from Her iot-Watt University in Edinburgh, and honed them
to perfect ion while brewin g for the likes of Ruddles, Courage and Scottish
& Newcastle. Unfo rtunately, for a Sco t, working down in England usually
brings with it a deep desire to be back up north (yup, I' ve been there , and for
me it was something as simple as the rather poor quality of the water and the
fish suppers in Oxford).

And so , with thoughts of home and an inklin g to try his hand at
something on a sma ller, more personal scale, he retumed to Scotland and in
1997 created The Inveralmond Brewery .

Unlike quite a few peopl e who start up a small brewery , Fergus did not
require the adv ice of brewing consultants. He knew exac tly what he wanted,
and once premises were found on an industrial estate on the outskirts of
Perth it was simply a case of trying to fit eve rything into the given space.
What was once a Parcel Force depot was now give n over to that wonderfu l
task of brewing beer. The equipment came from a variety of sources , some
new and some seco nd hand , and it was n' t too long before the first two bee rs
to be produced saw the light of day : ' Independence ' and ' Lia Fail. '

In the few yea rs since the brewery was bom the beer range has
increased. New beers have been introduced to cater for variations in public
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taste. On a regular basis there ' s still ' Independence' and ' Lia Fai l,' along
with newcomers, 'Ossiari' s Ale' and 'Thrappledouser .' There are also a
number of limited edition beers, most ava ilable at cert ain per iods during the
year, like ' lnkie Pinkie,' desc ribed as 'a superb summer session ale ' and 'a
light beer with a refreshing, fruity and pleasing hoppy aroma.' Then there 's
' Amber Bead ,' ' Pint Stowp ,' and ' Pundie.' It' s so nice to see the use of old
Scots words.

The style of the beers came about thro ugh a combinat ion of Fergus ' s
persona l tastes and a market-led need to create something the man in the
street would wish to drink . And even enjoy. In fact they were enjoyed so
muc h that the ir popularity grew and it wasn 't long before 'Ossian's Ale '
became the 'Champion Beer of Scotland.' And rightl y so , for it is a lovely
bee r. 1 have fond memories of drinking it in the Hogshead in Stirling in the
good old days (i.e. two yea rs ago) when they received barrels directly from
the brewery. It was nec tar. let me tell you. But how things change . The
Hogshead hasn ' t had any in for ages, and as a result I rarely darken their
door.

As with most bre weri es nowadays the process isn' t just as simple as
throwing together some malt , hop s, yeast and wate r. To produce something
de licious is not easy, and a blend of natural ingredients goes into every
brew. Seven types of hop s are used at the brewery, most English, alon g with
some from America and Czech Republic . All the malt ed barle y comes from
Munton 's and , in addition, malted wheat is used in all the beers. Torrified
wheat is also used , although not all the time. The water used in brewing is
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treated with sulphuric acid to redu ce the pH , along with various sa lts like
gypsum, calcium chl orid e and magnesium sulphate.

With a weekly capac ity of 50 barre ls or 1,800 gallons (14,400 pints, to
you and me), you have to wo nder where they sell all that ale. Well , it' s not
easy, and it' s getting hard er. According to Fergus, the mark et is in turmoil.
The number of free houses is dropping, and the number of new breweries is
increasing, making it more difficult to se ll. But you can' t keep a good
product down, and lnverlam ond ales are drunk all over the country in both
draught and bott led versions. You can, for exa mple, buy bottl es in Tesco,
Safeway, Jenn ers, Oddbins, and the like. They are even so ld in places like
Sweden, Finland and Denm ark. In fact, at the time of my visit they were
working on a beer specifically tailored for the American ma rket: 'Blackfriar '
(7% abv ). And, of course, I am mor e than pleased to say that, where their
draught beers are concemed, a good portion of public houses are st ill
supplied direct from the brewery. I am not entirely sure why, but there can
be no doubt that beer direct from a brewery always tastes so much better
than one that has gone on an ex tensive joumey around the country. (Which
almos t brings me back to my ran t abo ut a possible need for a retum to
woo den casks . . . !)

The beer is bottl ed by the Fort h Brewery in Alloa. Bottl e labels are
designed by Athole Flem ing , a loca l designer, and they are printed by Gavin
Watson ' s in Gla sgow.

After my meetin g with Fergus I retired to Greyfriars bar in the heart of
Perth , opposi te the attrac tive frontage of the old Salut ation Hotel. Over a
hou se pint of ' Fria r's Tipple ' (brewed at Inveralmond), I thought to myself,
' You know, this might just be the nicest beer I ' ve ever tasted .'

It was so good that I'm sure the Fair Maid herself would have liked it.

Edward Burns

You CAN CONTACT

THE INVERALMOND BREWERY

ON f

01738449448 l
OR VISIT (

www.inveralmond-brewery.co.uk I,
~~'l:"'<":~t~,...,~~~~~~~~~,r.:~~"'!':" ~"'I'I.W~~:-::~~,-»~~,:",J
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Ed's Trade Mark Series - No. 1
BEER, by Edward Burns. Available
only from the author at 30 Earls Court.
AlIoa, FK lO lBZ. Please send cheque for
£5.50 (inc. P&P) made payable to Edward
Burns. For further details see web site
http://homepages.tesco.net/edwardburns

An int er estin g little book, apparen tly hand-made at the author ' s
address. We imagine Ed ' s liv ing room with va rious sets of pag es

scattered ov er th e floor or jamme d down the ba ck of the so fa; other s
protru de fro m cupboards and shelves - a ll awaiting assembly. (No - not
the cu pboards and she lvesl)

But the end produc t is entire ly pr ofession all y put together , and well
wo rth the £4.50 required
for Ed to se t the wh eels
of cottage indus try in
mot ion to churn you ou t
a copy. From Amanda
Henrietta Butcher' s
re fine d label image
signifyi ng the Purity and
Strength of Butcher ' s
A les and Porter (w as the
maiden supposed to be
A manda ?) to the faintly
ridiculous LADY &
BICYCLE BRAND of
long deceased A lloa
brewers, Arch iba ld Arro l
& Sons , the illust ration s
are fascinating. A bi t
light on words, but the
pictures are the real sta rs
here. Si t bac k wi th a
be er and wallow.

Paul Dean
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AITCHISON JE FFREY L TD

(."10.11 in a series ofshort articles on Scottish beer labels)

AITCHISON JEFF i?EYITD.
EDiNBU RGH.

DALKEITH
ALE

MA R KTR ADE

For those collecto rs lucky eno ugh to have one, a label inscribed
AITC HISON JEFFREY LTD may seem a little puzzling. There is no

obvious reason why the old and venerable Scottish brewing firms of Joh n
Aitchison & Co. and John Jeffrey and Co . should have been this closely
linked. And yet the assoc iation is plain to see , although the rather
impressive double-barre lled name was very short lived indeed .

Aitchisons could trace their hist or y back to the Borders town of
Pee bles - the original fou nder of the company bein g a ce rtai n Will iam
Aitchison. He was succeeded by his son John in 1837 after the brewer y
had moved to Edinburgh. Jo hn A itchi son & Co . became a limi ted
compa ny in 1895 by which tim e a large local trad e had been buil t up as
we ll as con siderable bus ines s in and around the Newcastle area and a
thr iving export trade. Their Scotch Ale was partic ularly app reciated in
Belgium, but Aitchiso ns also expo rted to many of the existing and
former Brit ish co lonies. In later years, the Dalkeith Brew ery of
McLennan & Urq uhart Ltd was taken over. ( I )

Jeffreys on the other hand had their roo ts in the Edinburgh
Grass market , gradually moving out to Roseburn (w here they remained).
By 1900 the Roseburn complex was know n as Her iot Brew ery (2) and the
business had grown to the exten t that Je ffreys, already well represen ted
in the ho me trade, were themselves exporting to va rio us place s aro und
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the world - particularl y India and the East Indi es. They also so ld their
famous Ca mel Brand beers in Egy pt. Interestingly, the firm did not
become a lim ited company until the 1930s.

So, other than bein g Edinburgh based, what was the connection? For
this we look acro ss the Atlantic to Ca nada, where Edward Plun ket Taylor
had been busy conso lida ting his brew ing interests, which by 1937 were
formed into the giant Canadian Breweri es Ltd . Among the mainsta ys in
his portfol io was the Ca rl ing brand. E. P. Taylor first cast his eye over
the British mark et in 1952 when he ente red a partnership agreement with
Hope & Anchor Brewe ries of Sheffield to brew and distribute Carli ng
Bl ack Label. (3) He soo n saw that the post-war downturn in the fortunes
of many of the independent British brewers mad e them ripe for takeo ver.

Througho ut the late 1950s and early 1960 s, Taylor began to buy
out brewer ies on both sides of the bord er. The first Scottish acquisition
ca me in 1959 when his Bradford based Hamm onds United Bre wer ies
(HU B) assumed control of Aitchisons . Not long thereafter , Jeffreys (in
which he had earl ier secured a 40% stake) was merged with HUB and
Hope & Anchor to form Northern Breweri es Ltd . More Sco ttish
co mpanies were targeted the same year (1960) wi th Ai tkens , Ca lders,
Fow lers, Murrays and George Youn ger all being taken over and grouped
tog ether as Ca ledonia n Bre weries .

The business activities of Aitchi son and Jeffrey were separated from
those of the English firms in 1961 , giving the parent company, now
called Unite d Breweri es, two Sco ttish subs idiar ies - Ca ledonian
Breweries and Aitchiso n Jeffrey Ltd . Thi s parti cul ar arrangement did
not last long, however , because within a year or so , all of the Scottish
interests were integrated under the bann er United Ca ledonian Breweries
Ltd. (UCB)

So, what then of Aitchison or Jeffre y ? Brewin g ceased at
Aitchisons almost imm ed iately and produ ct ion tra nsfe rred to the Her iot
Brewery. The bottl ing plant in Dalk eith (McLennan & Urquhart Ltd)
sh ut down. Aitchison' s si te was used as a store for a whil e before being
demolished. Surpris ingly, the Heriot Brewery hung on in production
until the ea rly 1990s - as part of Tennent Ca ledonian (itse lf a subsidiary
of the Bass empire) .

As far as we know toda y, only four different Aitchison Jeffrey labels
were ever produced - the two illustrat ed (one of which was for the
renowned Dalkeith screw top) plu s an Export Ale (show ing the popul ar
' Wee Aitchie' charact er) and a size variation of the Blue Sea l Pale Ale.(4)
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( I ) In 1955 - principally for access to the modem bott ling plant which they had
installed .

(2) Jeffreys origina l brewery at Grass markct (purchased in 1837) was also called
Heriot Brewery.

(3) In return , Canadian Breweries market ed Hope & Anc hor Jubi lee Stout in
Canada.

(4) Thanks go to Mike Jones for the Blue Seal image.

Sources (not oth erwi se indicated in the text) :-

C. Mc Master & C. Rut herford . The Tennent Caledonian Breweries
( 1985)
E.P. Taylor Website (www.eptQvlors.com) (2003)

Paul Dea n
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OLD PHOTO CORNER

Hi. Notice anything peculiar about Old Photo Corner? ... anything perhaps even
slightly odd - no? Well, I fear we may have hit the pinnacle of strangeness on
this occasion, because this is not a photo, it's not in a corner, and it's not even
anything to do with beer! How much stranger do you think we can get here?
Seriously though, if you wish to look at lots of nice pictures like this one, then
check out Ed's Trade Mark Series at htt o://homepaqes.tesco.net/edwardburns
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SCOTS PINT - Acc ording to Chambers Dictionary , a ' p int-stoup' is a
'vessel for holding a Scots pint,' a Scots pint being equal to about 3 imperial
pints . I have to be honest and say that I do at times wonder if this volume is
somehow related to the drink ing culture in Scotland, which of course it is,
but co uld it be part ially responsible for the serious amo unt of drunkenness
that we presently see in this country, and for a culture of getting 'blootered '
that has been passed down to us by previous gene rations?

In my first trade mark s boo klet (Scottish Brewery Trade Marks, 1876 to
1900) there is an interes ting little mark registered by Lorimer & Clark in
1890. It shows a drinking vessel with the words, 'Deil tak them that hae the
smallest pint stoup.' In other words, the more you can drink the better the
man you are. It is part of an ethos that has seen us dragged kick ing and
screaming throu gh the centuries and the darkness of the evils of drink. (Prey
forgive me, but did I tell you I had joined the Band of Hope?)

But enough of this, here's some stuff on the Sco ts pint, all of it cou rtesy
of that amazing vebsite , Ask Jeeves (is there anything tha t man does not
know?) .

The Treaty ofthe Union, 1706 - ' VII. That all parts of the United Kingdom
be for ever from and after the Union lyable to the same Excises upon all
Exciseable Liquors excepting only that the 34 Ga llons English Barrel of
Beer or Ale amou nting to 12 Gallons Scots pre sent measure so ld in Scotla nd
by the Brewer at 9/6d Sterling excluding all Du ties and Retailed including
Dut ies and the Retailer' s pro fit at 2d the Scots pint or eight part of the Scots
Gallon, be not after the Union lyab le on acc ount of the present Excise upon
Exciseable Liquors in England, to any higher Impos ition than 2s Ste rling
upon the forsa id 34 Gallons Eng lish barrel , being 12 ga llons the present
Sco ts measure A d that the Exc ise settled in England on all other Liquors
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when the Un ion commences take plac e throughout the whole United
ingdom.'

The Heart of Midlothian, by Sir Waiter Scott - A postscript bore, " I learned
from a decent wo man , a gra zier' s widow, that they hae a cure for the mui r-ill
in Cumberland, whi lk is ane pint, as the y ca't , of yill, whilk is a dribble in
comparison of our gawsie Scots pint, and hardly a mutchkin, boiled wi' sope
and hartshorn draps, and toomed doun the creature's throat wi' ane whom.
Ye might try it on the bauson-faced year-auld quey; an it does nae gude, it
can do nae ill.--- She was a kind wo man, and seemed skeely abo ut homed
beas ts. When I reach Lunnon, I inte nd to gang to our cousin Mrs. Glass , the
tobacconist, at the sign 0 ' the Thistle , wha is so ceevil as to send you down
yo ur spleuchan-fu' anes a yea r; and as she must be we ll kend in Lunno n, I
doubt not eas ily to find out where she lives."

This one 's nothing to do with the Sco ts pint, but it does go to show
(maybe ... a BIG maybe ) that everything we had up in Sco tlan d was much
better than that teensy English stuff. . .

Scottish To uris t Board leaflet - 'B y 1744 the shipowners and merchants of
Bo'ness were worried abo ut the conditio n of Bo'ness Harbour, the quays
were in a poor sta te and the harbour was silting up. Ships already paid 11

/ 2d
per ton for anchorage, but this pro ved to insufficient funding for the
purpose. After due deli beration they decided to tax Bo'ness beer at the rate
of2d Scots per pint (£ 1 Scots was 20 pennies compared to 240 pennies in £1
Sterling). An Act ofParliament was past and trustees appointed, but
needless to say there was great opposition from the brewers and ale house
keepers. Iron ica lly it was thro ugh the harbour for which the beer tax was
imposed that mos t of the ill icit beer was to be smuggled into Bo'ne ss. '

You see? £ I Scots was equal to 20 pennies, while £ I Sterling was equal to
240 pen nies , all of whic h can only mean that we had much bigger pennies.
Surely?

Anyway, eno ugh from me. Must dash. They 've j ust had a fresh
consignment of che rr ies delivered to the fru it sho p aro und the corner and I
desperately need to buy my own. Toodleoo.
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The abo ve letter, pari ofthe Scottish
Brewing Archive 's extensive collection, is
velY interesting indeed. The label
attached 10 the letter incorpo rates the
image of a peacock that bears more than
a passing resemblance 10 that shown on
the leji. The image on the leji was
registered as a trade mark by Jam es
Aitken & Co, Falkirk, in 1877.
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MORE THOUGHTS FROM ED - lfmy mind hasn 't deserted me, I'm sure
a while back I heard of plans to add vitamins to beer. I can 't recall the exact
details, but I assume it was something along the lines of providing vital life
sustaining nutrients to those who might be undemourished through spending
so much of their time in pubs supping ale instead of eating food.

Well, I actually think we may have something here, but I suspect that
while the idea is a good one, it really needs tweaked a bit. I mean, why stop
at vitam ins? Can we not liquid ize a few squillion hamburgers and add that to
the fermenting tank? In fact, why don 't we offer a spec ial service that would
give the term ' liquid lunch ' a new and altoge ther more interesting meanin g?
. . . a 'Chicken Tikka Masala Pint' , for example - sure to be a winner. Or
what abo ut a 'MacDona ld 's Bun-in-a-Pint '? And, not forgett ing those who
would purport to be following a healthy lifestyle: 'Waldorf Salad Ale .'

You know it makes sense .

EB
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APPLICATION FORM
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, I
: j I-r------------- --- --- --- ,.3
ques, standing order

I: :
Glasg . , ' .........:'i.Ll"'-'

T~k ' oi 4 1 330'6079:.....~ ' , : ..;:.. , ....- .. ': .... :

Fax: 014-l:'...}"3.02 64Q_·_ "'" ........,....--...

I wish to join the Friends of the Scottish Brewing Archive, and enclose a crossed
cheque or postal order, payable to·the·Ftiends"o-r uleScottish Brewing Archive, for
the appropriate ~rw:wm;::~Remtmber £10 is the minimum silbscrip tion)

/~~~ ~~>

~~( ~
Addr~ss /~,f\,-~...:.::::::::::-:--:-:::.::::... .--.::---::::::::-::;::::;./ /

~ ~ ~ j
)

Tel:

\ I
STAN DING\ORDER l
To the Manager: i
Please pay to t e Scottish Brewing Archive Trust, Account No"Ji 695230 Sort

~" ....
Code 83-06-0 ' ik of Scotland 3 dre ' "'\' are,
Edinburgh, E the last day of
January each y

The Treasurer wil
forms etc, to:

I
I
I
I

!_-------- --------- ---
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The Scottish Brewing Archive is supported by the following companies:

Belhaven Brewery Gro up plc
Caledonian Brew ing Company Ltd

Car lsberg- Tetley Scot land Ltd
Diversey (FB) Ltd

Firth Melvin Automation Ltd
Maclay Inns Ltd
Pauls Malt Ltd

Scotti sh & Newcastle plc
Simpso ns Malt Ltd

Tennent Caledonian Breweries Ltd

THE SCOTTISH BREWING ARCHIVE was established in 1982 to collect and
preserve the records of the brewing industry in Scot land and to make them
ava ilable to researchers. It is funded by the industry and employs a part-time
Archivist. There are records of 120 companies including breweries, maltings, a
cooperage, some publi c houses and hotels, the Brewers' Association of Scotland
and the Institute of Brewing (Scottish Section). A complete list of collection s is
available on the web site.

It has a library of histor ical, scientific and technical books, some dating to
the 18th century, and periodicals. There is also a collection of cans , bottles,
advertising material and brewing equipment.

The Arch ive is open to the public. Please contact the Archivist for further
information or to make an appointment.

THE EDITOR WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FO LLOWING FO R EITHE R

CONTRIBUTING TO , OR ASSISTING WITH, THIS J OURNAL: WIEBKE

R EDLI CH , A LMA T OPEN, P AUL D EAN, R. A . LAING , S TEVE M CGRAIL,

THE SCOTS M AGAZINE, F ERGUS CLARK, CLACKMANNANSHI RE

LIBRARIES ARCHIVE D EPARTMENT, THE PE RSO N WHO FIRST THOUGHT

IT MIGHT BE A GOOD IDEA TO ADD VITAMINS TO BEER.
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