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SKEECHAN - a type of beer

The Scottish National Dictionary (1968) —

‘An intoxicating malt liquor produced in the later stages of brewing ale and
formerly used by bakers in place of yeast; sometimes mixed with treacle or
molasses and sold as a kind of beer.’

‘Sometimes also made from inferior or refuse barley, and hence applied to
the top or to layers of malted barley in a brewery which are inferior in
quality.’

‘Also the unused waste of a public-house, returned to the distillers.’

‘The drink — better known by the name of Skeechan, which he formerly ran
down the common sewer as useless.’

‘Wi’ a bottle o’ mixed horehound an’ skeechin’ for my cauld.’
‘The thick of the liquor settled in the bottom (this I know was the yeast) and
on top there was a brown beer-like liquor, not so clear as beer. This liquor

was intoxicating... known as “skeechan.””

“To brew skeechin to slocken the Turks.” [slocken = to satisfy the desire to
drink]

‘T was befool’d by lack of sleep, and too much skeich!’
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